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When  I  discover  who  I  am,  I'll  be  free''  ~  Ralph  Ellison 

o  n  Friday,  November  2,  1972,  Northeastern  University 
and  its  surrounding  community  were  introduced  to  77?^  Onyx 
Informer.  The  pubHcation  arrived  at  a  critical  time  when 
students  of  the  African  diaspora  fervently  fought  to  affirm  their 
voice  on  campuses  across  the  nation. 

With  the  vision  of  Ted  Thomas,  Ileen  Dotson,  Robert 
Gittens,  Donna  Deans,  Harold  Hunte,  Barbara  Ellis,  and  Joyce 
Clark  The  Onyx's  objective  was  to  provide  a  platform  for  the 
concerns  and  issues  of  NU's  diasporic  community. 

30  plus  years  later  The  Onyx  is  still  here. 

After  abrupt  leadership  shifts,  student  apathy,  personal  and 
professional  differences,  and  inadequate  budgets  The  Onyx  has 
endured. 

Recently  the  publication's  relevance  and  mission  have 
been  questioned.  It  was  suggested  that  perhaps  The  Onyx 's 
tag  line  of  serving  the  African  diaspora  should  be  altered  in 
order  to  convey  inclusiveness  and  diversity.  This  suggestion 
surprised  me  and  makes  me  genuinely  wonder  —  why  when 
Africa  or  African  is  mentioned  some  feel  so  deeply  uninvited? 
The  African  diaspora  in  fact  represents  the  true  essence  of 
inclusiveness  and  diversity. 

The  African  diaspora  is  the  journey  of  over  4  million 
Africans  who  were  enslaved  and  transported  to  the  Caribbean, 
Central  America,  North  America,  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Though  dispersed  amongst  many  countries  the  Africans  were  able  to  retain  many  of  their 
traditions  and  improvise  identities  in  the  new  world. 

The  diaspora  survives  in  the  mountainous  terrain  of  Haiti,  concrete  jungle  of  New  York, 
and  rainforest  of  Togo.  It  dwells  in  the  blues  of  Louisiana,  pasada  of  Cape  Verde,  and  the 
samba  of  Brazil. 

With  this  issue  we  urge  all  of  you  to  celebrate  our  collective  differences  and  embrace  the 
unique  diversity  we  each  own  within. 

This  is  my  third  and  final  year  as  editor  in  chief  of  this  wonderful  publication.  I  know  that 
when  I  go  The  Onyx  will  continue  to  unapologetically  work  to  strengthen  the  voice  of  the 
African  diaspora  and  of  those  who  are  interested  in  learning  about  and  advocating  for  the 
underrepresented. 

Peace  and  Blessings 
Kat  Noel 
Editor  in  Chief 
onyxeditorinchief@yahoo.com 
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Deejilji  Inspire 

people  without  knowledge  of  their  past  is  like  a  tree  without  roots, " 

-  Marcus  Garvey 


M  any  of  us  have  been  brainwashed.  We  have  been  fed  images  of  a 
country  that  does  not  represent  the  first  civilizations  of  the  world,  the  astounding 
architectural  feats  of  mankind,  or  a  people  that  has  survived  for  thousands  of  years 
without  televisions,  cars,  and  designer  clothes.  We  are  fed  images  of  a  country 
plagued  by  government  corruption,  AIDS,  starvation,  and  poverty.  You  already 
know  of  which  country  I  speak,  the  Motherland-  the  place  where  our  ancestors 
originated  before  we  became  African-Americans,  West  Indians,  Latinos,  etc. 

Too  many  of  us  have  distanced  ourselves  from  our  roots  and  have  become 
ignorant  to  the  profound  influences  that  African  culture  has  on  our  present  day 
cultures.  The  blood  of  Africa  runs  through  our  veins.  It  makes  its  presence  in  our 
full  features  and  curvaceous  bodies.  It  shows  in  the  rhythms  of  our  music,  from 
Salsa  to  Soca.  The  beat  of  a  drum  at  once  catches  our  attention  and  makes  it  nearly  impossible  for  us  to 
remain  completely  still  without  the  urge  to  tap  our  feet  or  sway  our  hips.  Africa  is  the  birthplace  of  our 
ancestors  who  influenced  the  ethnic  differences  we  are  bound  so  tightly  to. 

We  have  become  separate  entities,  not  daring  to  say  that  we  are  one.  We  have  forgotten  we  represent 
the  beauty  of  Africa.  We  are  the  living  embodiments  of  West  African  slaves  who  were  taken  from  their 
homelands,  who  fought,  survived,  and  still  live  on.  We  are  the  African  diaspora. 

The  dictionary  defines  diaspora  as  "a  dispersion  of  people  from  their  original  homeland."  Our  ancestors 
came  to  the  Americas  as  strangers.  Their  beliefs,  practices,  and  languages  were  suppressed  but  not 
forgotten.  Our  cultural  roots  came  from  their  ability  to  adapt,  to  survive,  to  infiltrate  the  minds  and  actions 
of  their  captors.  Our  ancestors  assimilated  into  the  so-called  "civilized"  cultures  of  the  Spanish,  French, 
and  English.  They  created  us,  the  diaspora. 

We  come  in  all  different  shades,  different  shapes,  and  different  sizes  but  our  beauty  is  undeniable.  Our 
toasted  honey  caramels,  our  milky  whites,  our  brown  sugar  babies,  and  our  deep  ebony  brown  make  us 
a  reflection  of  our  ancestors'  determination  to  survive.  They  live  on  in  our  pigment,  hair  texture,  bone 
structure,  music,  and  dance.  We  continue  to  reflect  the  beauty  of  Africa-  the  beauty  of  a  people  that  have 
been  captured,  beaten,  suppressed,  and  enslaved  but  never  lost.  It  is  up  to  us  to  embrace  our  beauty  and 
recognize  the  strength  in  OUR  unity. 

Lift  your  head  up  in  pride.  Sway  your  hips  and  clap  your  hands  as  you  listen  to  the  sound  of  a  drum. 
Stomp  your  feet  and  raise  your  voice  as  you  give  tribute  to  your  African  ancestors.  Know  that  you  are  a 
reflection  of  beauty  and  strength.  Recognize  the  meaning  of  African  diaspora  and  embrace  it.  Although 
our  ethnic  differences  make  us  believe  that  we  are  not  one  people  we  must  remember-  Africa  is  the 
birthplace  of  all  civilization.- 

~  Ivelisse  Sanchez 
Managing  Editor  &  Edutainment  Editor 

Sanchez,  i  (S)neu .  edu 


0  n  the  behalf  of  The  Onyx  Informer  I  welcome  you.  I 
welcome  you  to  a  new  world  with  new  beginnings,  new  people,  new 
surroundings,  and  yes,  new  drama.  "What  kind  of  drama?"  is  what 
you  may  be  wondering.  The  same  kind  of  drama  you  left,  correction, 
you  thought  you  left  behind  in  high  school.  But  that  girl  over  there  is 
still  all  up  in  ya  grill,  and  that  one  over  there  from  your  Intro  class  you 
thought  was  cool,  yeah  she's  talking  bout  you  too.  But  don't  stress  over 
them  cuz  you'll  find  out  who  your  real  friends  are  and  you'll  be  happy 
that  you  found  them.  But,  until  then  here's  a  HI'  advice... 

By  the  time  you  read  this  you  would  have  already  moved  in  and 
met  your  roommate.  Hopefully  it  was  a  smooth  transition,  but  don't  get 
too  comfortable  and  cozy  yet.  Do  you  know  their  pet  peeves,  or  how 
they  feel  about  personal  space,  or  as  I  like  to  call  it  their  "bubble"? 

1  don't  like  people  I  don't  know  in  my  bubble,  and  even  some  of  the 
people  I  do  know  are  in  my  bubble  a  tad  bit  too  much.  So  get  to  know 
your  roommate's  "bubble"  rules  and  tell  them  yours. 

Secondly,  hygiene  and  overall  cleanliness  can  become  an  issue 
when  living  in  such  a  small  place.  Dirty  clothes  smell!  Every  person 
has  their  own  body  odor,  some 
stronger  than  others!  So  leaving 
your  dirty  clothes  on  the  floor 
or  a  chair,  and  not  washing  your 
sheets  every  week  (or  every  2 
weeks)  is  not  a  good  idea.  If 
you  find  that  your  roommate 
has  issues  with  their  hygiene  or 
keeping  the  room  clean,  make 
sure  that  you  find  a  nice  way  to  inform  them  that  their  style  of  living  is 
becoming  an  issue.  Don't  let  the  problem  drag  out.  The  longer  you  wait 
the  harder  and  bigger  the  problem  will  become. 

If  you  get  stuck  with  the  Nymphomaniac,  or  you  yourself  are 
a  nympho,  make  rules  about  the  procedure  for  such  situations.  For 
instance,  create  a  warning  signal  like  a  rubber  band  on  the  door  knob, 
or  an  agreement  that  you  will  notify  each  other  of  such  activities 
in  advance  to  ensure  they  have  somewhere  to  go.  There  have  been 
instances  of  walk-ins,  and  it  can  create  uneasiness  or  awkwardness 
between  you  and  your  roommate.  Also,  you  may  want  to  warn  your 
roomie  if  you  are  a  soft  sleeper,  just  in  case  one  night  they  get  caught 
up  in  the  moment. 

Now  for  the  topic  many  of  you  consider  the  highlight  of  college: 
social  life.  The  basketball  &  football  games  are  big  social  scenes, 
but  the  main  one  is  the  cafeteria,  especially  at  dinner  time.  If  you  are 
looking  for  that  cute  boy/girl  you  saw  walking  in  the  quad,  make  sure 
you  hit  up  the  cafe  between  6  and  9.  In  the  beginning  of  the  school  year 
most  people,  guys  and  girls  alike,  get  dressed  and  fresh  to  go  eat.  But, 
as  the  year  goes  on  and  people  become  more  comfortable  pajamas  and 
sweats  become  normal  attire  for  many.  However,  this  does  not  apply 
for  most  when  attending  athletic  events;  most  people  will  always  be 
dressed  and  look  like  they  are  walking  the  runway. 

This  leads  me  to  two  pieces  of  advice,  especially  for  the  ladies. 
First  of  all,  the  freshman  15/20  does  exist!  So  be  aware  of  it.  If  you 
came  in  here  with  a  lil'  tiny  waist  and  a  cute  shape  be  prepared  to  see  a 
lil'  more  curves  and/or  some  new  ones.  Secondly,  for  those  of  you  who 
consider  every  moment  of  every  day  to  be  a  fashion  show,  be  aware 
of  the  uneven  pavement  and  the  brick  pathways.  Stilettos  and  brick 
are  not  a  good  combination.  You  get  stuck  in  the  cracks  and  you  look 


like  you're  wobbling.  It's  not  cute!  So  unless  you  are  a  pro,  either 
try  some  real  cute  flats  or  practice  walking  outside  your  building 
before  you  stroll  across  campus  in  those  four  inch  heels. 

Now  on  to  the  serious  topic  of  academics  and  the  $14,000  you 
are  spending  to  attend  this  University.  I  know  you've  heard  this 
before  but  take  it  from  me,  one  of  your  peers:  professors  are  not 
going  to  chase  you  down  for  work  and  some  may  not  even  remind 
you  about  due  dates.  If  you  are  a  procrastinator,  like  myself,  here 
are  some  of  my  keys  to  success.  Create  some  kind  of  reminder  to 
tell  yourself  to  start  an  important  project  one  to  two  weeks  before 
it's  due.  The  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  enter  it  as  an  event  in  your 
cell  so  that  an  alarm  will  go  off.  Set  up  a  time  and  place  where 
you  are  going  to  study  and  try  to  force  yourself  to  follow  it.  If  you 
have  a  break  between  classes,  this  is  a  good  time  to  do  quick  and 
easy  assignments  or  get  some  research  done  for  those  big  projects. 

A  study  location  is  key.  Some  people  need  noise  or  music 
to  study  and  some  need  complete  silence.  For  those  of  you  who 
need  music  or  the  TV,  your  room  may  be  the  best  place,  but  that 
is  only  if  you  can  keep  yourself  from  getting  in  the  bed  and  going 
to  sleep.  For  the  ones  that  like  it  to  be  quiet,  the  library  is  better 
than  your  room,  unless  you  have  a  single.  However,  the  first  and 

second  floors  of  the  library  are 
not  quiet  floors  and  can  often 
turn  into  social  gatherings. 
The  key  is  to  find  your  ideal 
study  location  and  time  and 
stick  to  it. 

If  you  find  yourself  falling 
behind  or  struggling,  get  a  tutor  immediately.  Make  sure  you  use 
your  resources:  teachers,  teaching  assistants,  advisors,  the  peer 
tutoring  center  in  the  library,  the  Afiican  American  Institute, 
the  Latino/a  Student  Cultural  Center,  and  Legacy2000  mentors 
and  staff.  Classmates  can  be  of  help  as  well,  especially  if  it  is 
someone  you  are  friends  with  and  if  the  person  is  100%  sure  they 
understand  the  topic.  On  the  same  note,  having  a  fiiend  in  your 
class  can  have  a  negative  effect  as  well.  Some  people  decide  to 
take  turns  taking  notes  or  going  to  class,  which  is  not  always  a 
good  idea  because  everyone  takes  notes  differently  and  you  may 
miss  out  on  key  points  or  explanations.  Unless  you  are  sick,  just 
go  to  the  class  yourself 

My  final  piece  of  advice  is  to  keep  focused  on  your  academics 
and  not  too  much  on  your  social  life.  Both  go  hand  in  hand  and  are 
very  important  to  the  college  experience;  but  it  is  better  to  create 
a  high,  solid  GPA  for  yourself  to  live  up  to  for  the  rest  of  your 
academic  career.  If  you  want  to  get  involved  on  campus,  don't 
overdo  it  your  first  year.  You  are  here  for  five  years.  But  if  you  do 
get  involved,  remember  that  academics  are  your  priority,  so  don't 
take  on  too  much  responsibility  in  the  clubs  that  you  join.  You 
may  consider  waiting  until  the  spring  semester  to  join. 

Whether  you  choose  to  take  my  advice  or  not,  enjoy  your  first 
year  at  Northeastern.  NU  has  a  lot  to  offer,  and  it's  up  to  you  to 
utilize  your  resources  and  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
thrown  your  way.  There  is  a  famous  saying:  "Carpe  Diem"-Seize 
the  day,  but  to  you,  the  class  of  2010, 1  say  "Carpe  Annum"-Seize 
the  year! ! 

~  Shantelle  Anderson 

ONYX  3 


Word  to  the  WiSE 

A  Lil'  Something  to  Help  You  Adjust 


In  their  own  words  the  Onyxes  staff  wants  to  share 
what  brought  them  here  and  why  they've  decided  to  stay 


A  scream,  a  shout,  a  belly  filling  laugh,  a  deep  sob,  a  sorrowful  loneliness,  a  mind  fiill  of  ideas,  thoughts  and  attitudes,  overwhelming 
happiness  and  gratefulness...  these  are  the  things  that  brought  me  to  The  Onyx;  along  with  a  newly  understood  and  profound  love  for  my 
people  and  all  things  related  to  us. . .  past,  present  and  future. 

I  have  always  had  a  desire  to  express  myself  through  the  all  mighty  pen.  I've  kept  a  diary  since  the  age  of  12  and  continue  to  write 
daily.  To  me,  writing  has  always  brought  me  clarity  and  peace  of  mind.  As  a  child,  I  wrote  stories,  songs,  and  poems  but  for  some  reason, 
perhaps  puberty,  I  started  thinking  I  was  too  grown  for  those  things  and  I  put  an  end  to  what  I  thought  was  childish  creative  writing. 
Although  I  still  kept  a  journal,  I  worked  hard  to  quiet  the  inner  yearning  to  create  and  make  believe. 

My  sophomore  year  at  Northeastem  I  heard  of  The  Onyx,  was  interested  but  didn't  really  think  I  had  much  to  offer.  I  mean,  what  did  I 
really  have  to  say  that  people  would  want  to  hear?  I  questioned,  I  doubted  and  eventually  I  once  again  succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  voice 
from  within  which  longed  for  inspiration. 

A  semester  abroad  is  what  eventually  opened  and  burned  down  my  floodgates  of  expression.  Cliche?  Yes.  But  Africa  inspired  me. 
Swimming  in  a  waterfall,  watching  the  sun  set  over  the  mountains,  canoeing  through  the  jungle. . .  I  became  reacquainted  with  God  and 
as  result  with  myself  Suddenly  the  overwhelming  desire  to  express  myself  could  no  longer  be  suppressed,  while  I  was  there  my  journal 
became  a  canvas  for  portraying  the  multitude  of  emotions,  thoughts  and  ideas  racing  through  every  inch  of  my  over  stimulated  body.  Once 
again,  songs,  poems  and  stories  jolted  my  fingers  into  action  as  I  poured  it  all  upon  my  journal,  which  I  now  hold  close  to  my  heart  as  it  is 
the  most  honest  and  inspired  I've  ever  been. 

Upon  returning  to  the  Western  world  with  my  newly  discovered  voice  and  desire,  I  finally  realized  that  I  had  a  lot  to  say  and  a  lot 
that  others  may  be  interested  in  reading  about.  TTie  Onyx  proved  to  be  another  gift  from  the  Most  High  Himself  Although  unintentional 
(men  are  strongly  encouraged  to  join)  The  Onyx  represents  the  voice  a  largely  underrepresented  and  overlooked  minority-  women  of 
color.  The  success  of  The  Onyx  is  due  to  the  hard  work  and  devotion  of  women  who  noticed  a  void  and  filled  it.  With  the  success  of  new 
manifestations  of  The  Onyx  such  as  SOULSPEECH  and  Onyx  Week,  the  magazine  has  proved  to  be  a  much-needed  medium  for  the  entire 
NU  community. 

To  me,  The  Onyx  has  been  an  experience.  An  experience  because  it  is  not  only  a  school  paper  but  rather  a  community  of  amazing, 
insightful  and  passionate  women  who  are  aware  of  the  power  of  their  voice  and  are  not  afraid  to  use  it.  Although  The  Onyx  has  been  a 
wonderfiil  medium  for  self-expression,  my  greatest  pleasure  has  been  being  in  the  company  of  women  talented  in  ways  like  photography, 
public  speaking,  leadership,  entrepreneurship  and  on  and  on  and  on...  I  can  honestly  say  I've  found  a  new,  though  local,  inspiration. 

~  Marly  Pierre  Louis 
SOULSPEECH  EDITOR 

Hey!  This  is  Candice,  and  co-copy  editor  of  the  beautiftil  Onyx  Informer.  I'm  a  journalism  major  here  at  Northeastem  and  when  I  decided 
that  I  needed  to  write  for  a  school  publication  I  chose  The  Onyx  and  went  to  a  meeting.  But,  when  I  found  out  that  The  Onyx  actually  needed 
help  getting  it  back  to  where  it  had  been  as  a  newspaper  that  solidified  my  place  on  the  staff.  I  wanted  to  help  and  I  felt  really  at  home  with 
the  whole  staff. 

The  Onyx  Informer  is  a  very  special  and  important  publication.  Though  we  cater  to  readers  of  the  African  diaspora,  I  found  that  everyone 
loves  to  read  it  because  of  the  positive  and  inspirational  messages  that  we  give  to  you. 

Hopefully  we  can  grow  to  become  a  magazine  that  people  won't  want  to  put  down;  they'll  want  to  read  it  cover  to  cover  and  anticipate 
the  next  issue.  I  encourage  all  of  you  to  come  and  join  the  staff  or  contribute  to  the  magazine  in  any  way  possible.  But,  at  least  keep 
reading  because  you  haven't  seen  anything  yet! 

~  Candice  Springer 
COPYEDITOR 

I  have  to  admit  it  feels  a  little  awkward  writing  a  testimonial  of  my  experience  with  the  The  Onyx,  being  that  I  just  joined  the  staff  this  past 
summer.  But  it  has  been  a  long  yet  productive  month.  I  had  originally  planned  to  join  the  The  Onyx  in  the  Fall  semester  because  two  of  my 
roommates,  Sara  and  Ivelisse  (the  best  friends  I  have  found  at  NU),  joined  last  year  and  had  been  encouraging  me  to  come  to  meetings. 
After  attending  a  meeting  in  the  begiiming  of  the  summer  and  realizing  that  it  had  been  over  two  years  since  I  had  written  something  for 
fun  rather  than  schoolwork,  I  decided  that  this  would  be  a  healthy  and  fun  release/break  for  me.  It  has  been  fun,  but  hardly  a  break.  Coming 
up  with  ideas  for  the  The  Onyx  and  planning  events  has  been  a  very  complicated  process,  especially  with  only  four  people  on  campus  doing 
all  the  running  around.  Ivy,  Kat,  and  Sara  I  have  the  utmost  respect  for  you  guys  because  you've  been  doing  this  longer  than  I  have  and  it's 
a  lot  of  stress.  But  with  our  continuous  effort  and  determination  we  got  a  lot  done  in  a  short  period  of  time. 

It  feels  good  to  be  writing  again,  and  to  be  a  part  of  a  positive  organization  that  is  going  places.  And  trust  me  the  The  Onyx  is 
going  place!  I  really  hope  you  all  enjoy  reading  my  pieces  because  I  enjoyed  writing  them.  I  am  looking  forward  to,  but  not  rushing 
towards,  the  start  of  the  next  issue.  I  just  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to  keep  things  running  productively  and  that  our  readers  will  come  to  see 
the  The  Onyx  in  a  new  light  because  I  have. 

~  Shantelle  Anderson 
OFFICE  MANAGER 
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I  first  heard  about  The  Onyx  last  year  at  the  2004  Legacy  Retreat.  At  the  time  I  really  didn't  know  much  about  the  publication,  but  I 
knew  Mr.  Harvey  was  really  concerned  it  might  not  survive  the  year. .  .and  that  was  enough  to  prompt  me  to  go  to  a  meeting.  I  joined 
the  staff  because  at  that  meeting  I  fell  in  love  with  The  Onyx.  I  realized  that  if  our  campus  lost  The  Onyx,  it  would  lose  a  significant 
portion  of  the  minority  voice.  (I  hate  that  word  minority)  but  let's  face  it,  on  this  campus,  we're  not  the  majority. .  .so  it's  important 
that  we  have  a  media  tool  like  77?^  Onyx  available  to  express  our  desires  and  concerns.  Plus,  The  Onyx  staff  is  crazy.  Once  you  meet 
them,  you'll  get  sucked  in,  trust  me. 

~  Christine  Williams 
COPY  EDITOR  &  RoundTable  EDITOR 


Hi,  my  name  is  Sara  Grier.  I  am  the  advertising  manager  for  The  Onyx  Informer.  I  have  been  around  Northeastern  for  a  long  time  and 
have  been  acquainted  with  77?^  Onyx  for  a  few  years  before  attending  college.  I  have  been  interested  in  it  and  have  read  it  a  lot  since 
then.  I  was  intrigued  by  the  fact  that  The  Onyx  Informer  catered  to  the  African- American  population  at  Northeastern.  The  reaction  that 
I  saw  from  people  who  had  read  The  Onyx  was  very  positive.  They  felt  like  they  had  something  that  they  could  connect  to.  Students, 
faculty  and  outsiders  seemed  to  gravitate  towards  it  and  praise  it  for  the  purpose  that  it  was  providing  to  the  African- American 
population.  It  provided  an  outlet  for  students  of  color  to  voice  their  opinion  on  certain  issues  that  occurred  inside  and  outside  of  the 
school.  I  also  have  always  been  interested  in  poetry  and  SOULSPEECH  is  my  favorite  part  of  the  magazine  because  it  provides  a  place 
for  readers  to  express  themselves  on  whatever  issue  they  want  to. 

~  Sara  Grier 
AD  VER  TISING  MAN  A  GER 


I  was  introduced  to  The  Onyx  through  two  very  good  fiiends.  They  told  me  a  little  bit  about  The  Onyx  and  what  it  was  trying  to  achieve. 
When  I  went  to  my  first  Onyx  meeting  I  was  excited  because  I  saw  all  the  potential  that  The  Informer  had.  It  had  the  right  editor  and 
chief,  talented  writers,  but  it  was  missing  a  crucial  part  of  what  most  magazines  need.  It  was  missing  a  photographer,  and  that's  where 
I  came  in.  I  had  lost  touch  with  my  love  for  photography  and  put  it  on  hold.  But  when  I  heard  about  The  Onyx  Informer  and  their  need 
for  a  photographer  I  knew  that  I  would  soon  tap  back  into  my  love  for  photography.  I  viewed  The  Onyx  as  a  magazine  that  would  allow 
me  to  display  my  photography  skills.  Becoming  a  member  of  The  Onyx  given  me  the  chance  to  showcase  my  true  passion  which  is 
photography  and  become  apart  of  positive  movement.  I  feel  that  The  Onyx  is  not  just  another  magazine,  but  a  magazine  that  is  full  of 
substance.  The  Onyx  is  fiill  of  interesting  and  informative  matters  and  I  am  proud  to  be  apart  of  it.  We're  just  getting  started  ya'll...look 
out  cause  here  we  come! ! ! ! 

~  BriAnn  Smith 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


The  Onyx  Informer  was  first  introduced  to  me  by  Sara.  I  remember  The  RoundTable  discussion  being  the  biggest  topic  on  the  cover.  I 
never  got  around  to  reading  it  and  basically  brushed  The  Onyx  aside.  Now,  The  Onyx  is  a  part  of  who  I  am.  It  represents  all  that  I  am: 
built  to  last,  proud  of  its  heritage,  and  proud  of  its  history. 

I  became  a  part  of  The  Onyx  when  it  was  falling  apart.  I  heard  of  Kat  Noel  through  a  fiiend  of  a  friend  and  decided  to  get  involved. 
From  the  first  Onyx  meeting,  I  was  hooked.  I  became  more  than  the  Managing  Editor  or  a  contributing  writer,  I  have  become  a  part  of 
The  Onyx 's  foundation.  When  an  issue  is  published  I  am  proud  to  say  I  am  apart  of  that  process,  I  help  to  create  it. 

The  Onyx  is  more  than  a  student  organization  to  me.  It  is  an  outlet,  a  peace  of  mind,  a  means  of  expression.  What  intrigues  me 
most  is  that  women  who  illustrate  the  beauty  of  the  African  Diaspora  surround  me.  They  encourage  me.  They  inspire  me.  Part  of  who 
you  are  and  who  you  will  become  is  directly  influenced  by  those  who  surround  you  and  I  am  thankful  that  these  women  are  proud, 
intelligent,  and  motivated.  Although  we  may  not  have  the  same  interests  or  career  paths,  we  have  built  the  foundation  of  The  Onyx 
together. 

The  Onyx  symbolizes  the  power  of  words,  thoughts,  ideas,  and  creativity.  It  is  a  reflection  of  those  who  are  a  part  of  it.  I  love  The 
Onyx  and  consider  it  a  blessing.  I  have  learned  so  much  about  myself  I  have  learned  to  tolerate,  to  be  patient,  and  most  importantly, 
to  be  proud  of  who  I  am  and  what  I  represent.  I  am  part  of  an  organization  that  fijlfills  me  and  nothing  is  more  rewarding  than  being  in 
love,  with  not  only  yourself,  but  also  with  what  you  do. 

~  Ivelisse  Sanchez 
MANAGING  EDITOR  &  EDUTAINMENT  EDITOR 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Be  A  Part  of  History 


Strengthen  the  Voice  of  the  Diaspora 

The  Onyx  s  general  body  meetings  are 
held  in  room  430  of  the  Curry  Student 
Center  on  the  2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays 

of  every  month 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ATTENTION  FACULTY&ADMINISTRATION 


The  Onyx  invites  you  to  submit  editorials  for  any  of  our  upcoming  issues. 
For  additional  information  please  send  an  email  to 
onyxsubmissions@yahoo.com  with  Staff  Editorials  in  the  subject  line. 


The  Onyx  is  in  search  of  a  Layout  Editor  and  Webmaster 

If  interested  please  send  an  email  to  onyxinformer@yahoo.com 

with  Layout  Editor 
or  Webmaster  in  the  subject  line 


SOULSPEECH 

sOl  spEch 

SOULSPEECH  is  The  Onyxes  section  that  is  dedicated  to 
written  expressions  from  the  soul 


We  encourage  submissions  of  poems,  short  stories,  prose 

Send  all  entries  to  onyxsiibmissions(a)yahoo.com  with  SOULSPEECH  in  the  subject  line 


Edutainment 


Deliverance 

Woman,  Thou  Art  Loosed!  is  a  wonderful  and  powerful 
novel  detailing  the  life  of  an  ex-  drug  addicted  prostitute 
named  Michelle  who  is  on  death  row  for  the  murder  of 
her  childhood  rapist.  Written  by  the  New  York  Times 
best  selling  author,  Bishop  T.D.  Jakes,  this  novel  illus- 
trates the  untold  stories  of  thousands  of  women  who 
turn  to  a  life  of  drugs  and  prostitution  to  escape  the  pain 
and  trauma  of  their  abuse  filled  pasts. 


movies 
music 
books 

theater 
tv 


Bring  down  your  burdens.  Lay  them  before  the  Lord.  Hand  over 
your  addictions,  your  troubles,  your  anxiety,  your  fear...  Let  your 
old  self  die  before  God  so  that  you  can  be  reborn  into  the  family  of 
Christ.  Stop  running  from  your  past,  from  your  pain,  and  run  into 
the  arms  of  your  Father,  Who  is  waiting  to  embrace  you.  " 

T.D.  Jakes 

This  novel  details  the  trials  and 
tribulations  Michelle  experiences  in  the  past  as 
well  as  in  the  present.  The  novel  is  a  series  of 
flashbacks,  with  Michelle  already  on  death  row 
for  killing  a  man  while  out  on  parole.  Before  she 
commits  the  murder,  Michelle  is  approaching  the 
church's  altar,  ready  to  lay  down  her  burdens  and 
give  her  life  to  the  Lord.  A  feeling  of  rage  envelops 
her  as  she  sees  her  childhood  abuser  promising  to 
give  his  life  to  the  Lord.  She  cannot  comprehend 
how  God  can  forgive  a  man  like  him,  a  pedophile, 
a  rapist.  The  rage  and  fear  she  experiences  is 
too  much  for  her  to  control.  "BANG!  BANG! 
BANG!"  In  a  split  second  her  life  changes  forever 

After  being  robbed  of  her  innocence  at  the 
tender  age  of  twelve,  Michelle's  life  spirals  down.  She 
describes  her  childhood:  "I  called  my  grandma.  Mama,  my  mother 
by  her  first  name,  and  her  boyfriends  Uncle.  "  After  being  released 
from  prison,  Michelle  tries  to  mend  her  personal  relationships, 
realizing  the  painful  truth  that  her  Godmother,  Twana,  is  the  only 
constant  person  in  her  life.  Her  mother,  Cassey,  will  always  put 
Reggie's  needs  and  wants  before  the  physical  and  emotional  well 
being  of  her  only  child;  and  continues  to  do  so  throughout  the 
novel.  Michelle  falls  deeper  into  her  depression  and  rage  not 
understanding  how  her  mother  still  remains  blind  to  Reggie's 
deceitful  ways. 

Even  in  her  prison  cell,  Bishop  Jakes  tries  to  show 
Michelle  that  the  Lord  loves  all  His  children  regardless  of  their 


past  transgressions.  You  can  feel  the  power  of  the  Bishop's 
words,  making  an  "Amen!"  swell  up  in  your  throat,  silently 
praying  for  Michelle  to  find  the  Lord  so  she  can  move  on  from 
the  past  that  haunts  her  and  head  towards  the  fiiture  that  frightens 
her.  The  word  of  God  reverberates  through  your  body,  sending 
chills  up  your  spine,  and  you  find  yourself  wanting 
to  shout  "Praise  Him!" 

Forgiveness,  healing,  and  faith  are 
the  main  themes  of  this  novel,  with  Michelle 
desperately  trying  to  embody  these  traits.  This 
novel  is  a  testimony  for  millions  of  women  who 
haven't  found  the  power  to  vocalize  their  abuse,  but 
have  turned  to  drugs  to  escape  their  pasts.  When 
the  feeling  of  loneliness  and  desperation  becomes 
so  overwhelming,  any  relief,  even  a  temporary 
high,  becomes  a  favorable  option.  This  story  is 
about  finding,  loving,  and  healing  yourself  through 
prayer  and  faith,  hopefully  finding  a  way  to  vocalize 
your  hurt.  This  novel  is  not  only  for  the  spiritual, 
but  also  for  all  of  those  who  have  suffered  silently, 
trying  to  find  away  to  ease  the  pain.  Through  the 
pages  of  Woman,  Thou  Art  Loosed!  you  will  find  not 
only  hope  but  also  inspiration.  You  may  realize  that  you  are  not 
alone  in  your  struggles  and  after  the  storm,  God  is  waiting  to 
forgive  you  and  embrace  you  in  His  arms.  And,  as  Bishop  Jakes 
reminds  us,  "Yoi4r  trials  were  your  training  camp,  preparing  you 
for  greatness.  You  can  let  your  troubles  weigh  you  down  like 
heavy  bricks,  or  you  can  use  those  bricks  as  stepping-stones  to  a 
better  place ..."  Amen. 

~  Ivelisse  Sanchez 

Have  ideas  for  our  Edutainment  section? 
Send  an  email  to  onyxsubmissionsia yahoo.com 
with  Edutainment  in  the  subject  line. 


J-jike  many  artists  today,  Buffalo,  New  York  native 
Terrance  "Terry"  Gresham  started  his  music  career  in 
the  church  with  the  encouragement  of  his  grandmother 
He  participated  in  various  events  such  as  the  church's 
Christmas  pageant,  school  and  local  talent  shows.  Coming 
from  a  nonmusical  family  background,  Terrance  considers 
his  musical  abilities  "truly  a  gift  from  God."  His  main 
inspiration  comes  from  Brian  McKnight,  who  came  out 
right  when  he  was  graduating  from  high  school.  He  also 
learns  from  and  appreciates  the  musical  abilities  of  the 
greats  like  Stevie  Wonder,  Donny  Hathaway,  Whitney, 
Maria,  Boys  II  Men,  and  112  because  they  "incorporate 
good  harmonies"  that  are  unusual  but  still  sound  good. 
But  Terrance's  newly  released  album.  To  Sasha...From 
Langston,  did  not  happen  over  night.  He  says  his  career  is 
happening  in  stages. 


As  a  19  year  old  sophomore  in  college  with  the  continued 
support  of  his  grandmother  and  mother,  Terrance  was  performing  in 
showcases  all  over  the  city.  As  his  name  got  around,  he  started  to  get 
phone  calls  asking  him  to  perform  at  local  events. 

At  this  point  Terrance 
says  he  "had  pipe 
dreams  of  blowing  up" 
and  making  it  big.  His 
dreams  almost  came  true 
_  _        when  he  was  approached 

to  record  a  song  by 
^       hip  hop  and  R&B 

producer,  vocalist,  and 
musician  Stevie  J,  also 
a  Buffalo  native,  who 
has  worked  with  artists 
such  as  Puffy,  112,  and 
Biggie.  However,  there 
were  no  big  outcomes 
and  Terrance  continued 
performing  at  Greek 
Galas  and  other  events 
on  campus.  In  1999  he 
moved  to  Boston.  But  after  performing  at  some 
local  events,  including  Boston  University's  fashion  show,  Terrance 
decided  to  take  a  break  from  his  music  and  focus  on  school  and 
work. 

In  2003  while  attending  a  wedding,  Terrance  met  the  producer 
of  his  new  album,  who  asked  him  sing  on  an  upcoming  Christmas 
album.  After  working  together,  they  discussed  the  idea  of  Terrance 
doing  a  solo  album.  After  some  thought,  Terrance  decided  to  take 
the  opportunity;  and  hence  they  started  recording  To  Sasha...From 
Langston  in  November  of  2003.  The  title  of  the  album  comes  fi-om 
a  novel.  The  Gospel  According  to  Sasha  Renee  by  Tracey  Michae'l 
Lewis.  The  story  is  told  from  the  prospective  of  the  main  character, 
Sasha  Renee  Billingsley,  and  Terrance's  cd  tells  the  story  from  the 
side  of  her  lover,  Langston  Germaine.  Throughout  the  cd  there  are 
scenes  from  the  book,  so  that  the  reader  could  listen  to  the  cd  while 
reading  and  know  Langston's  response  to  the  situation.  Terrance 
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wrote  all  of  the  songs  on  the  album  except  for  one.  By  June  of 
2004  the  album  was  complete.  He  feels  that  two  of  the  songs 
really  stand  out,  "Still In  Love  With  You"  and  "All  This  Love" 
because  of  the  passion  he  feels  when  performing  them. 

Around  the  same  time  as  the  completion  of  his  album, 
Terrance  participated  and  was  a  semifinalist  in  the  POPSearch 
for  the  2004  Boston  Pops.  He  decided  to  participate  because 
people  had  been  encouraging  him  to  try  out  for  American  Idol, 
but  he  felt  that  it  was  like  another  talent  show  and  at  this  point  in 
his  life  he  wanted  a  bigger  challenge.  He  realized  the  POPSearch 
was  really  something  big  and  special  when  he  saw  all  the  press 
the  event,  and  he  himself  was  getting.  During  the  competition  he 
got  the  opportunity  to  perform  in  Symphony  Hall,  a  place  where 
he  had  always  dreamed  of  performing,  which  he  describes  as  one 
of  his  greatest  experiences. 

Throughout  the  recording  of  his  album  and  the  POPS 
competition,  Terrance  kept  his  job  in  NU's  Admissions  Office 
separate  from  his  music,  aside  from  a  few  early  dismissals 
during  the  competition.  Sadly  Terrance  is  no  longer  with 
Northeastern,  but  he  says  that  he  appreciates  the  support  from 
his  colleagues  then  and  now.  He  is  taking  time  off  to  promote 
his  album  and  get  his  name  out  there.  "I  can't  be  the  50  Cent  of 
the  world  at  this  point,  but  if  I  can  be  supported  and  respected, 
then  I'm  cool",  says  Terrance.  He  is  gaining  a  lot  of  support  and 
respect  fi-om  not  only  people  here  in 
the  states,  but  also  overseas  in  places 
like  Denmark  and  Europe,  where  his 
music  is  being  played  and  requested  on 
the  radio.  "If  you  put  me  on  the  radio 
station  with  a  Carl  Thomas  or  Bobby 
Valentino  my  stuff"  will  go  toe  to  toe 
with  them",  Terrance  says  of  his  soulfiil 
music,  which  he  feels  shows  that  "real 
R&B  is  alive  and  well;  it's  not  dead.  It 
has  a  creative  edge."  Terrance  has  also 
started  his  own  company,  347  Music 
Group,  through  which  he  is  teaching 
others  about  the  business  and  bringing 
in  new  artists  like  his  1 5-year-old  female 
protege  from  Virginia. 

Terrance  Gresham  is  a  soulfiil  R&B 
singer,  whose  music  offers  a  sound  we 
don't  hear  everyday  on  the  radio.  He 
can  hit  the  notes  and  keep  it  smooth  and 
sexy  as  you  will  hear  on  his  album.  In  the  future  he  plans  to 
expand  his  talent  to  different  styles  of  music.  But  until  then  he 
hopes  people  will  like  his  music  and  recognize  his  talent  as  an 
independent  artist.  He  knows  that  many  of  us  don't  like  buying 
something  until  we  hear  it  on  the  radio,  but  hopes  his  music  and 
all  the  samples  that  are  available  on  Itunes  and  other  internet 
radio  sites,  will  encourage  people  to  buy  his  album  as  well  as  the 
albums  of  other  independent  artists. 

For  more  information  about  Terrance  Gresham  or  to  buy  his 
album  visit  his  website:  vwiiv.  terry-gresham. com 

~  Shan  telle  Anderson 

Have  ideas  for  our  SPOTLIGHT  section?  Send  an  email  to 

onyxsubmissions@yahoo.com  with  SPOTLIGHT  in  the  subject  line. 
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African  American  Master  Artists-in-Residence  Program 

I     I**- 1  iUrl       W  "^^^  African  American  Master  Artists-in-Residence  Program  (AAMARP) 

Blf/-T^D~"W'42        1         provides  studio  space  for  a  diverse  group  of  professional  artists.  Located  in 

the  Jamaica  Plains  section  of  Boston,  the  program  was  found  in  1977  by  Dana 

rflff    ■^RB'^Mr       Chandler,  under  the  former  NU  president,  Kenneth  Ryder.  What  most  members  of 
jPf      iMIft   WL  Northeastern  community  may  not  know  is  that  AAMARP  is  an  adjunct  of  the 

ItWm   —in.       Department  of  African- American  Studies  and  the  African-American  Institute. 

AAMARP  supplies  studio  space  for  1 8  artists  who  have  demonstrated  a  strong  interest  in 
keeping  the  vitality  of  the  African- American  art  scene  alive  and  prosperous.  In  return  for  the 
studio  space,  these  talented  artists  open  their  studio  doors  to  students,  educators,  and  visiting 
artists.  AAMARP  attracts  artists  and  visitors  from  all  over  the  world  through  a  series  of  artist 
residencies,  exhibitions,  concerts,  lectures,  workshops,  and  other  community  events. 

The  Cultural  Cafe  @  AAMARP  has  given  thousands  of  school  children,  as  well  as  adults,  the 
opportunity  to  attend  exhibits  by  outstanding  artists,  view  performances  and  lectures  by  local 
musicians,  emerging  artists,  theatre/dance  groups,  writers,  poets,  scholars,  and  filmmakers. 
AAMARP  serves  as  a  catalyst  for  harmonious  relations  between  people  of  all  backgrounds  by  creating  a  racially  diverse 
community  where  the  beauty  of  art  transcends  all  boundaries. 

Currently  celebrating  its  28""  year,  AAMARP  boasts  painters,  sculptors,  collagists,  printmakers,  photographers,  bead,  fiber, 
and  installation  artists  who  have  become  caretakers  of  an  extraordinary  legacy  and  visual  art  tradition.  AAMARP's  mission 
is  "to  revitalize,  motivate,  and  educate  historically  deprived  communities  throughout  the  United  States  with  the  artistic 
achievement  of  African  Americans  and  those  of  the  African  Diaspora." 

Art  is  a  world  wide  social  expression  and  AAMARP's  legacy  and  mission  is  one  the  Northeastern  and  its  surrounding 
communities  should  be  apart  of. 

You  can  visit  the  website  www. bostompenstudios. org  or  call  617.373.3910 for  more  information. 

~  Ivelisse  Sanchez 


Lucy  Parsons  Center 

The  first  time  I  walked  by  the  Lucy  Parsons  Center  I  couldn't  believe  what  I  was  seeing. 
A  radical  bookstore  in  Boston  that  I  hadn't  heard  about?  The  Lucy  Parsons  Center  , located  at 
549  Columbus  Ave,  has  just  about  every  book  you  could  ever  want  to  find  on  the  progressive 
movement.  And  they  categorize  them  into  easy-to-navigate  sections  ranging  from  the  labor 
movement  to  Marxism.  They  also  have  an  extensive  magazine  rack,  carrying  all  the  titles  I 
would  someday  like  to  write  for. 

Now,  if  you're  anything  like  me,  right  now  you're  thinking,  Lucy  who?  Lucy  Parsons 
was  bom  in  Texas  in  the  early  1 850's,  likely  to  slave  parents.  She  was  of  African  American,  Native  American,  and 
Mexican  ancestry.  In  the  1870's  she  married  a  white  man  (which  was  illegal  at  the  time),  Albert  Parsons,  and  they 
moved  to  Chicago  for  safety.  Her  life  was  dedicated  to  all  aspects  of  the  progressive  movement,  with  a  main  focus 
on  worker's  rights  and  the  destruction  of  class  segregation.  Yet,  she  also  worked  for  freedom  of  speech,  women's 
rights,  justice  in  the  legal  system,  racial  equality,  and  many  more  issues.  Thus,  the  Center  is  named  for  a  woman 
who  in  many  ways  encompassed  everything  the  progressive  movement  still  works  for  today. 

The  Center  is  staffed  entirely  by  volunteers.  It's  surprising  that  such  a  multi-faceted  place  is  able  to  keep  its 
doors  open.  The  Center  also  allows  any  local  activist  groups  to  hold  meetings  and  events  there.  Every  Wednesday 
they  hold  a  free  Radical  Movie  Night  at  7  PM.  From  time  to  time,  they  also  hold  events  in  the  store,  such  as 
readings  and  lectures.  One  summer  they  even  had  a  children's  storytelling  hour.  And  this  is  all  coordinated  by 
volunteers,  whom  I  am  told  they  are  always  looking  for.  Training  takes  about  four  weeks  and  volunteers  are  also 
responsible  for  all  decision-making  for  the  store. 

The  Lucy  Parsons  Center  is  located  at  549  Columbus  Avenue  Boston  and  is  open  everyday  from  12-9  PM. 
Go  to  www.lucyparsons. org  or  call  617.267.6272 for  more  information. 
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~  Kerry  Cardoza 


Massive  Records 

Step  into  Massive  Records  down  in  Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  and  you  can  definitely  understand 
what  Sugarhill  Gang  met  by  "Rapper's  Delight".  B-Boys,  old  and  new  school,  flip  through  vinyl's 
^^^^^  while  their  fellow  B-Girl  spins  a  record  that  leaves  you  in  the  with  no  excuse  but  to  bob  your  head, 

while  another  homie  laid  out  on  the  couch  smiles  to  himself  and  whispers,  "That's  my  joooint. . . ." 
^^^Bl^^^  Further  examination  of  the  scene  will  discover  all  things  hip-hop  from  clothing  and  posters  to  mixed 

CD's  and  random  literature  from  the  locals.  In  the  rear,  a  full  DJ  booth  complete  with  guest  DJ  spins 
beats  throughout  the  day  while  the  comfy  overstuffed  couches  welcome  any  and  all  who  simply  want  to 
kick  back  and  hear  some  tunes. 

When  I  wandered  into  Massive  Records,  I  was  first  impressed  by  the  laid  back  atmosphere.  Old  vinyls  transform  into 
decorative  pieces  covering  the  ceiling  while  a  brick  wall  to  the  left  of  the  DJ  booth,  proclaims  the  stores  name  in  the  only 
suitable  manner-  graffiti  art.  I  was  introduced  to  the  lively  Jesse  a  vital  member  of  the  Massive  Record  crew.  Jesse  could  be 
the  president  of  the  front  man  association  if  there  was  one  as  he  reigns  as  promoter  and  entertainer  supreme.  Jesse's  charisma 
and  goofy  yet  lovable  personality  is  one  of  many  reasons  why  once  I  entered  the  record  store  it  was  hard  for  me  to  leave. 
More  mellow  and  quiet  but  nonetheless  intelligent  and  thoughtful,  founder  of  Massive  Records  Anthony  Bushu  sits  in  the  cut 
behind  the  counter.  Anthony  started  Massive  Records  a  few  years  back  because  he  always  felt  a  void  in  the  Boston  hip  hop 
scene  and  decided  to  fill  it  with  a  spot  where  hip  hop  heads  could  kick  back  and  enjoy  music-no  frills.  And  fill  it  he  did,  with 
an  ever  growing  crowd,  on  any  given  night.  Massive  plays  host  to  underground  entertainers  looking  for  a  venue  as  well  as  to 
established  artists  who've  already  "made  it"  in  the  business. 

I  discovered  a  new  vibe  at  Massive  that  I  didn't  realize  was  missing  until  I  found  it.  The  people  are  cool,  the  atmosphere 
was  fresh  and  for  those  of  us  who  still  love  hip  hop  for  what  it  stood  for  when  it  began,  this  low  key  record  store  is  like  an 
Italian  ice  on  a  summer  day-  REFRESHING.  If  you're  tired  of  the  Boston  club  scene  (understandable)  but  looking  for  a  place 
to  chill  and  listen  to  music  without  going  bankrupt  or  being  sexually  harassed.  Massive  Records  is  the  place  to  be.  You  never 
know  what  you  might  stumble  upon  in  Massive,  an  open  mic  show,  a  surprise  visit  by  your  favorite  artist,  that  record  you  been 
searching  for,  or  just  a  stimulating  conversation  with  a  total  stranger.  This  is  a  place  where  you  can  go  and  your  presence  is 
truly  appreciated-  whether  you  buy  something  or  not. 

Massive  Records  is  located  on  1105  Mass  Ave  Cambridge,  MA.  For  more  information  call  61 7.576. 1887 

~  Marly  Pierre-Louis 


Tiger  Lily 

When  you  first  walk  in  to  Tiger  Lily  you  will  immediately  notice  the  gorgeous  assortment  of  foliage 
which  provides  a  very  fresh  atmosphere. 

Tiger  Lily  is  an  upscale  Malaysian  restaurant  with  an  extensive  menu  of  Indonesian,  Thai,  Indian 
and  Chinese  food.  One  thing  that  separates  Tiger  Lily  from  other  restaurants  is  the  quality  and  freshness 
of  their  cuisine.  The  restaurant  features  an  open-kitchen  bistro  layout  that  gives  the  customers  a  chance 
to  watch  the  chef  in  action. 

As  for  the  food:  It  is  not  easy  to  pick  something  to  eat  when  everything  sounds  so  appetizing.  The  starters  are  scrumptious 
and  the  service  is  impeccable.  Ditmer  entrees  vary:  the  achat  (cabbage  &  red  pepper  pickle)  is  superb.  Their  fried  seafood  rice 
is  also  a  satisfying  meal. 

A  mouthwatering  must-have  for  tofu  lovers  is  the  Satay  tofii.  Satong  is  squid  with  a  spicy  salt,  a  dish  that  is  full  of  flavor. 
At  Tiger  Lily  the  catering  is  remarkable.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  nice,  calm  and  comfy  ambiance  while  eating,  where  the  food 
surpasses  delicious.  Tiger  Lily  is  the  place  to  come.  Some  entrees  are  moderately  high  but  considering  the  large  proportions,  it 
is  worth  every  dollar.  A  dish  starts  any  where  from  S  12.00-$  18.00.  The  restaurant  is  open  from  11:30  a.m.  to  2:00  a.m.  daily. 

Tiger  Lily  is  located  on  8  Westland  Ave  Boston,  MA.  For  more  information  call  617.267.  8881 

~  Sasha  Link 
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Flames  Restaurant 

Flames  Restaurant  recently  opened  at  its  second  location,  746  Huntington  Ave  in  Brigham 
Circle.  The  Caribbean  restaurant  offers  a  wide-ranging  menu.  Breakfast  prices  range  from  $4.99- 
6.00,  while  lunch/dinner  cost  between  $4.70-8.50.  In  addition  to  authentic  Jamaican  dishes  like: 
brown  stew  chicken,  curried  goat,  fried  dumplings  and  oxtail,  they  have  mouthwatering  signature 
desserts  that  such  as:  rum  cake,  carrot  cake,  fruit  cake,  pineapple-upside-down  cake  and  cheese 
cake. 

Flames  restaurant  screams:  welcome  to  the  islands.  The  decor  is  astonishing.  On  one  side  of  the  restaurant  is  a 
brick  wall,  which  gives  a  modem  feel  to  the  venue.  Directly  across  Modem  meets  Caribbean  with  an  assortment  of 
palm  trees  that  line  the  eating  booths.  Bamboo  dominates  adding  to  the  island  feel.  There  are  accents  of  Bob  Marley, 
skylights  on  the  ceiling  and  shades  of  yellows,  browns  and  reds  that  blend  toward  making  the  place  bright. 

The  Rhythm  and  Blues  music.  Reggae  and  Jazz  play  lightly  in  the  background.  It  is  your  choice  whether  you 
listen  to  the  soft,  sounding  tunes  or  watch  one  of  the  television  screens.  There  is  a  host  of  things  for  the  customer  to 
engage  in.  In  fact  the  restaurant  is  expanding  to  the  second  half  of  the  storefront.  This  addition  will  add  more  space 
to  Flames  II,  a  bar  and  an  additional  section  for  things  like  poetry  readings  and  jazz  evenings.  So  look  out  for  this 
expansion,  its  coming  soon.  Flames  is  your  one-stop  full-service  eatery. 


Flames  is  located  on  746  Huntington  Ave  Boston,  MA  and  663  Morton  St  Mattapan,  MA.  For  more  information 
call  61 7.296.4982  or  61 7. 734. 1911. 

~  Sasha  Link 


Dance  Complex 

Street  shoes  are  removed  and  sarongs  are  tightened  as  classical,  jazz,  Afro-Cuban, 
Irish  and  hip-hop  music  merge  in  the  hallways.  The  distinct  sounds  of  dmms  keeping  time 
can  be  heard  as  bare  feet  passionately  pound  against  the  wooden  floors. 

This  is  the  Dance  Complex,  a  place  where  professional  dancers  and  dancers  at  heart  are 
united  by  their  love  of  rhythmic  movement. 

Located  in  the  core  of  Central  Square,  the  Dance  Complex  is  a  volunteer  based,  artist 
mn  organization  that  is  open  seven  days  a  week.  It  is  one  of  the  few  places,  in  the  local 
area,  where  classes  in  belly  dancing,  salsa.  West  African  dance  and  ballet  are  offered  all  in 
one  facility. 

The  classes  are  fairly  inexpensive,  ranging  from  $8  to  $14  per  single  adult  class. 

If  you're  in  need  of  a  stress  reliever  or  simply  looking  for  an  altemative  workout,  the 
Dance  Complex  is  the  place  to  go. 

The  Dance  Complex  is  located  on  536  Massachusetts  Ave  Cambridge,  MA. 
For  more  information  call  61 7.547.9363 

~  Kat  Noel 
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WORTH 

1,000 
WORDS 

Art  work  found  within  a  community  tells  an  intimate 
story  of  the  people  who  live  there.  1,000  Words  is  a 
look  at  some  of  Boston's  murals  and  what  they  say. 

Photos  ~  Br i Ann  Smith 
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~  If  we  don  V  stand  up  for  the  children,  then  we  don  V  stand  for  much  -  Marian  Edelman  Wright 
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~  Up  you  mighty  race^  you  can  accomplish  what  you  will  -  Marcus  Garvey  ~ 


~  Music  is  the  language  of  the  spirit  -  Kahlil  Ghibran  ~ 
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~  Music  is  the  divine  way  to  tell  beautiful,  poetic  things  to  the  heart.-  Pablo  Casals  ~ 


RoundTable 

The  Onyx  s  RoundTable  is  an  open  and  respectful  discussioi 


controversial  topics 


i 


COLOR  C 


OMPLEX 


We  exist  in  a  society 
Join  Ivelisse  Sanchez,  Sara  Gri 
Mederos,  Shantelle  Anderson,  anj 
the  color  complex  and  why  tj 


here  skin  color  matters, 
r,  Carlos  Garcia,  David  Cadet,  Luz 
Victor  Morales  in  a  discussion  on 
lings  aren't  only  black  and  white. 
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I  like  to  say  that  Vm  smooth  caramel.       Carlos:  I  like  to  say  that  I'm  smooth 
~  Carlos 


caramel. 


Ivy:  This  is  about  the  color 
complex  and  looking  at 
race  and  ethnicity.  Does 
everybody  understand  that 
there's  a  difference  between 
the  two? 

David:  Yes. 

Ivy:  Okay,  so  let's  discuss  that 
difference.  What  is  black  to 
you? 


David:  Someone  of  African  origin. 

Victor:  I  think  that's  like  saying  Spanish  for  a  Latin  person, 
it's  sort  of  general.  When  I  see  a  Jamaican  person  I  don't 
just  say  that  they're  black. 

Dan:  Obviously  it's  complicated.  When  I'll  think  of 
someone  who's  black,  you  generally  think  of  African- 
American.  If  someone  is  Caribbean  I'll  say  they're 
Caribbean,  or  Jamaican,  or  Dominican,  even  though  they 
may  all  have  the  same  skin  color.  I  don't  really  think  of 
them  as  being  black,  at  least  in  the  way  America  sees 
black. 

Carlos:  I  have  to  agree  with  Dave.  I  think  that  black  is 
a  race.  It's  a  race  that  pertains  to  someone  of  African- 
!  American  or  African  descent. 

Luz:  I  have  to  agree  also.  I  also  distinguish  a  difference 
because  I've  met  a  lot  of  African- American  students  who 
say,  "I'm  black"  and  a  Jamaican  who  says,  "No,  I'm 
Jamaican  not  black".  They  get  offended  if  you  just  call 
them  black.  They  want  to  really  stick  to  ethnicity  rather 
then  be  just  black.  I'm  more  than  that  is  basically  what 
they're  saying  to  me. 

Ivy:  How  would  you  describe  your  complexion? 

Dave:  I  consider  myself  a  dark  chocolate  complexion. 
Yeah,  pretty  much  dark  chocolate;  you  really  can't  get  any 
darker  than  this. 

Victor:  I  don't  really  think  about  it  often  but  I'm  often 
reminded  that  I'm  very  light  skinned,  almost  white, 
because  my  cousins  are  as  dark  as  David.  I  don't  really 
think  about  it  oflen. 

Dan:  I'm  white. . . .pale. 


Luz:  I'm  very  light  skinned.  I  get  a  little 
sun  but  that  doesn't  help.  I'm  still  pasty  at  times. 

Ivy:  My  mother's  side  of  the  family  is  [Victor's]  color. 
To  them  I'm  dark  skinned.  My  mother's  family  is  from 
Honduras.  Since  they're  Victor's  complexion  I'm  dark.  In 
your  particular  ethnicity  are  you  considered  dark  skinned  or 
in  your  family  or  surroundings? 

David:  My  family  is  pretty  much  Sara's  skin  complexion, 
on  my  mother's  side.  On  my  father's  side  they  are  more  of 
my  dark  skin  complexion.  In  the  whole  mix  of  things  I'm 
pretty  much  considered  normal  but  normal  as  in  everyone's 
dark.  But  on  my  mother's  side  I  am  considered  dark  or  black. 
Everyone  is  pretty  much  the  same,  we  really  don't  have  too 
much  of  a  distinction. 

Victor:  On  my  mom's  side  everyone's  light  like  me  and  on 
my  dad's  side  everyone's  side  is  dark. 

Ivy:  What's  dark? 

Victor:  It'll  vary.  I  have  a  rainbow  in  my  family,  from  David's 
complexion  to  mine  and  everything  in  between. 

Dan:  I  think  even  [other]  white  people  would  think  I'm  pale. 
[Everyone  laughs]  I'm  Irish  so  that's  why. 

Carlos:  Like  Ivy  I'm  half  Honduranian  and  on  other  the  side 
I  have  a  lot  of  Asian,  Native  American,  Irish  and  Scottish.  I 
kind  of  sit  right  in  the  middle.  I  have  family  that's  as  dark  as 
Dave,  if  not  darker,  and  than  family  that's  as  light  as  Dan.  So 
I  guess  I  sit  right  in  the  middle  as  far  as  my  skin  color 
goes. 

Luz:  Well  my  mother  is  darker  than  I  am.  I  guess  kind  of 
Carlos'  complexion.  My  father  is 
as  light  as  me.  On  my  mother's 
side  I  am  the  lightest  one  but  on 
my  father's  I  blend  in. 

Shantelle:  Can  you  think  of  any 
sayings  or  names  off  of  the  top 
of  your  head  that  involve  color 
complexion  or  race? 
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Black  is  beautiful. 
-Ivy 


David:  Growing  up  in  high  school,  I  wasn't  so  much  attacked, 
but  people  would  call  me  shadow,  darkness,  brother  darkness, 
and  midnight.  They  used  to  close  the  lights  and  then  tell  me  to 
open  the  lights  because  they  couldn't  see  me. 

Ivy:  Did  that  bother  you? 

David:  You  just  have  to  shake  it  off. 

Ivy:  So  it  bothered  you? 


David's  complexion? 

Dan:  I  don't  think  my  immediate  family  would  care.  But  I 
know  that  my  grandparents  are  racist  and  some  of  my  aunts 
and  uncles  share  some  of  the  same  view.  They  would  care 
but  I  know  my  mother  and  father  wouldn't  care.  Plus,  they 
know  that  they  couldn't  tell  me  what  to  do  anyway  because 
that's  just  how  I  am.  It  wouldn't  be  a  problem  within  my 
family  but  there  would  be  some  other  stuff  going  on  within 
the  extended  family.  | 


David:  A  little  bit.  A  little  bit. 

Ivy:  Black  is  beautiful. 

David:  They  would  call  me  purple  or  ask  me, 
"Dave,  why  you  so  dark?".  That  was  a  lovely 
question. 

Shantelle:  Where  do  you  think  kids  get  that 
from? 


Victor:  My  girlfriends  darker  than  me  now. 
She's  probably  like  Sara's  complexion,  perhaps 
a  little  bit  lighter.  It's  kind  of  funny  because  her 
family  is  like  'he's  light  but  he's  better  than  a 
black  guy'. 

Ivy:  Is  she  Latina? 

Victor:  Yeah,  she's  Dominican.  When  she  told 
them  about  me  they  were  cool.  Her  dad  wasn't 
too  crazy  about  me  because  I'm  Puerto  Rican 
but  my  family  loves  her. 


Ivy:  Do  you  ever  notice  with  a  lot  of  children 
that  the  worse  thing  that  they  can  say  to 

someone  is  'you're  so  black'?  Heaven  forbid      ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H  Carlos:  My  family  doesn't  really  care.  My 
someone  says  that  to  you.  How  do  you  feel        ^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^B  mother  is  just  like  don't  bring  home  a  crocodile, 
about  that  being  older?  So  as  long  as  the  girl  is  pretty,  my  family 

doesn't  care. 

If  you're  not  white  you're  identified  by  your  skin  color,  and  when  you  are  white 


you're  identified  by  how  you  look,  dress,  and  personal  characteristics. 


David:  Let 
me  tell  you 
about  girls. 
I'll  be  up 
in  the  club, 
chilling 
with  my 

friends,  -Dan 
and  I'll  be 

feeling  a  girl.  The  girl  will  admit  you're  cool  but  tell  you  that 
you're  not  her  type.  She'll  tell  you  that  you're  a  little  dark.  It's 
like,  what  you  want?  Someone  lighter?  In  high  school  it  was 
all  about  light  skinned  dudes. 

Ivy:  Luz  as  a  female,  I  know  that  people  have  their 
preferences,  how  would  your  family  feel  if  you  brought  home 
a  guy  that  was  really  dark? 

Luz:  Actually  I'm  dating  a  black  guy  who  is  dark  as  Dave 
and  I  brought  him  home.  I'm  from  Mission  Hill  and  it's 
predominately  black  and  Latino.  We're  all  mixed  in.  I  think 
it's  more  where  you're  coming  from  and  how  you've  grown 
up.  At  first  my  mother  was  a  typical  Latina  but  she's  gotten 
used  to  it  so  she  hasn't  said  anything.  I've  haven't  had  a 
problem.  As  far  as  my  preference:  I'm  all  around.  I  don't  care. 


Ivy:  Now 
with  that  be 
being  said 
do  you  ever 
notice  when 
people  are 
like  'she's 
pretty  for  a 

dark  skinned  girl'  or  'she's  pretty  for  a  light  skinned  girl'? 

Carlos:  My  mother  favors  lighter  skin  because  she's  light 
skinned  but  at  the  same  time  she's  seen  beautiful  dark 
skinned  women. 

Ivy:  It  seems  that  for  a  dark  skinned  woman  to  be 
considered  beautiful  she  has  to  be  out  of  this  world.  Just 
because  she's  dark  it  takes  a  lot  longer  for  people  to 
actually  say  she's  beautiful. 

Victor:  I  think  [parents]  put  more  of  an  emphasis  on  what 
type  of  guy  a  daughter  is  bringing  home.  For  guys  they 
don't  care  as  much. 

Luz:  I  disagree.  I  think  it  depends.  It  goes  both  ways. 


Ivy:  Dan  how  would  your  family  feel  if  you  brought  home  not  Dan:  I  think  it  matters  more  for  people  who  have  strong 

just  a  light  skinned  video  black  girl  but  a  black  girl  that's 
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cultural  roots.  I'm  from  Phoenix  which  is  full  of  white 
people  and  most  of  them  don't  know  what  they  are.  They 
just  consider  themselves  white.  I  think  people  like  them 
don't  really  care.  When  you  have  no  idea  where  you're  from 
it's  interesting  to  meet  someone  who  has  cultural  roots  and 
knows  where  they're  from.  I  think  it  matters  a  lot  more  when 
it's  about  kids.  Like  if  it's  a  white  mother  and  she  has  dark 
skinned  babies  then  people  start  to  freak  out. 

Ivy:  Where  do  you  think  the  whole  color  complex  originates? 
Children  aren't  bom  knowing  the  difference  so 
where  do  you  think  that  influence  comes  from? 

Victor:  In  my  case  it  came  more  from  my 
grandparents  than  my  actual  parents  because  they 
are  more  old  school.  When  I  meet  other  people's 
grandparents  they  usually  have  those  biases. 

David:  Children  pretty  much  learn  it  from  what 
their  parents  say.  It  also  is  how  they  act  when  you 
go  out  with  them.  Like  if  they  push  you  to  the  side 
if  they  see  someone  coming  towards  you. 


Dan:  If  you're  not  white  you're  identified  by 
your  skin  color  and  when  you  are  white  you're 
identified  by  how  you  look,  dress,  and  personal 
characteristics.  A  lot  of  times  kids  will  learn  that  because  in 
school  someone  will  call  you  the 
black  kid.  I  have  a  fiiend  who  is 
half  white  and  half  Liberian.  He 
didn't  know  he  was  black  until 
kindergarten  when  someone  said, 
"you're  black"  to  him.  Kids  pick 
it  up  from  different  things  within  their  environment,  like 
television.  They  want  kids  to  know  they're  black  so  that  they 
can  say,  "okay  you're  black  and  black  kids  wear  this  and 
eat  this"  so  that  you  have  to  buy  that  stuff.  It's  all  tied  into 
marketing  and  making  money. 


news,  one  person  can  ruin  it  for  everybody.  For  example 
the  London  terrorist  bombings  it  was  immediately 
assumed  that  the  [bombers]  were  Arabic  though  it 
happened  near  an  Arabic  community.  It  can  be  that  one 
person  that  can  ruin  it  for  that  entire  group  and  when  it 
hits  the  media  that's  when  it  spreads  into  other  people's 
minds.  There  are  also  personal  things  like  if  my  grandma 
went  through  a  traumatic  experience  with  someone 
darker  she  might  want  not  want  them  for  her  children. 
It's  basically  people  feeding  other  people's  fears  through 
media. 


Carlos:  Another  thing  that  should  be  noted  when 
you're  talking  about  commercials  is  that  you'll 
have  your  generic  white  family  and  then  the 
light  skinned  family  but  you  don't  see  interracial 
families  in  commercials  at  all. 


Ivy:  The  Onyx's  punch  line  is  the  African 
Diaspora,  which  means  that  when  they  bought  the 
slaves  over  they  went  to  North  America,  South 
America  and  the  West  Indies.  That's  why  you 
have  black  Puerto  Ricans,  black  Dominicans, 
and  black  Honduranians.  Why  do  you  think  that 
people  identify  themselves  as  white  Hispanic  or 
black  Hispanic?  I  don't  know  if  you  ever  notice 
when  they  have  people's  pictures  up  because  they're 

looking  for  them  it  says  black 
My  color  complex  isn  H  that  had  now.        Latino  or  non-black  Latino. 
~  Shantelle 

Carlos:  They're  trying  to 
differentiate  between  race  and 
ethnicity. 


Ivy:  What  do  you  consider  yourself? 

Carlos:  I  consider  myself  mixed.  If  I  had  to  I  would  say 
black  Latino. 


Ivy:  I've  noticed  that  in  commercials  they  will  put  just  one 
black  person  in  there.  Never  one  that's  too  dark  skinned.  There 
is  always  someone  who  is  borderline  just  to  make  you  feel 
good. 

Dan:  Every  commercial  on  tv  where  there's  a  generic  family 
they'll  be  white  and  the  only  time  they'll  have  black  people  is 
when  it's  a  Burger  King  hip  hop  commercial.  Like  it's  like  'yo 
eat  these  chicken  tenders'.  I'm  like  what  is  that? 

Ivy:  Do  you  notice  that  there  will  be  one  dark  skin  girl  in  that 
video? 

Dan:  I  notice  it  but  I  think  a  lot  of  people  don't  notice  it  except 
for  people  of  color. 

Victor:  I  tend  to  notice  that  within  the  media  when  it  comes  to 


Ivy:  Is  that  because  of  your  skin  color? 

Carlos:  Yeah,  I  look  African- American  but  also  my 
cultural  roots  are  predominantly  Latin-American.  They're 
trying  and  it's  a  very  weak  attempt  to  make  a  distinction 
between  race  and  ethnicity.  As  far  as  why  some  people 
would  like  to  consider  themselves  white  Latino,  that  goes 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish  Conquest  because 
there  was  a  big  emphasis  and  trying  to  keep  it  pure  like 
from  Spain  pure.  That's  why  you  have  your  Spaniards 
who  were  upper-class  and  then  your  criollos  who  were 
purely  Spanish  but  were  bom  in  the  Americas.  It  just  goes 
back  centuries  and  centuries. 

Ivy:  Luz  what  would  you  identify  yourself  as? 

Luz:  White  Hispanic,  which  is  because  of  my  complexion. 


Victor:  Has  anyone  seen  Hotel  Rwanda?  I  don't  want  to  ruin 
it  for  you  all.  It  takes  place  in  [Rwanda]  where  even  though 
people  are  the  same  the  Portuguese  took  the  lighter  people 
and  told  them  that  they  would  rule  the  country,  though  they 
were  a  minority,  and  all  the  darker  people  began  to  feel  bitter. 
Even  though  they  are  all  the  same  they  had  problems  because 
of  color  complexities  from  a  third  party.  That  pretty  much 
happens  everywhere  else  as  places  start  to  get  colonized. 

Ivy:  It's  also  amazing  how  when  you're  in  America 
everything  is  black  and  white,  to  me.  It's  just  amazing  how 
the  color  complex  has  spread  all  over  the 
world.  If  you  go  to  Puerto  Rico  there  is  a 
place  for  the  black  Puerto  Ricans.  If  you  go 
to  Honduras  there  is  a  place  where  the  mixing 
doesn't  exist  because  there  is  a  stigma  to 
be  dark  skinned.  Do  you  see  that  changing 
or  progressing?  It  seems  that  the  younger 
generation  is  more  [open-minded]  but  what 
does  that  mean  for  the  color  complex?  Is  it 
always  going  to  be  there  or  are  there  steps  we 
can  take,  as  individuals,  to  change  that? 

Luz:  Now  people  are  being  more  aware  and 
being  more  ashamed.  Black  is  beautiful  is 
something  I  hear  more  often  now.  People 


In  high  school,  I  wasn  V  so  much  attacked,  but  people  would  call  me 


shadow,  darkness,  brother  darkness,  and  midnight 

-David 


want  to  get  that 
across  so  that 
we  see  there's 
nothing  wrong 
with  that.  Now 
we  see  people 
embracing  it  and 
trying  to  share  it. 
We're  becoming 

more  race  conscious  than  before  and  trying  to  accept  it  and 
get  along  with  it. 

David:  I've  always  had  this  conversation  with  my  dad  and  he 
feels  that  nothing  is  going  to  change.  People  are  always  going 
to  be  the  way  they  are  so  just  move  on. 

Ivy:  As  far  as  dark  being  bad? 


Dan:  In  the  music  industry  not  really.  Even  in  rapper's 
videos  you're  not  going  to  see  very  many  dark  skinned 
girls. 

David:  It's  coming.  It  did  have  an  increase  and  then 

Ivy:  In  what  particular  video  may  I  ask? 

Carlos:  In  Common's  new  video  there's  a  couple  of  dark 
skinned  [girls]  in  there. 

David:  I  don't  think  it's  going  to  really  change  because 
you're  always  going  to  see  light  skinned 
black  girls  and  Latinas.  You  may  see  one 
head  shot  or  two  head  shots  of  dark  skinned 
girls  and  that's  it. 


Dan:  I  don't  think  stuff  in  general  is  really 
going  to  change.  You're  just  going  to  have  to 
deal  with  it  on  a  personal  level. 

Ivy:  You  know  that  in  general  anything  to 
do  with  the  black  culture  is  viewed  as  bad 
you're  lips  are  too  big,  you're  butt  is  too  big, 
but  however  a  lot  of  white  girls  are  getting 
lip  injections  and  going  tanning.  How  do  you 
all  feel  about  that?  Do  you  think  there's  a 

color  complex 
within  the  white 
community  as 
well? 


David:  Yeah.  It's  going  to  still  be  here.  Discrimination  is  not 
going  to  go  away  so  if  it  happens  just  deal  with  it  at  the  time 
but  honestly 

Carlos:  Don't  let  it  consume  your  life. 

David:  Don't  let  it  consume  you  because  there  are  other 
things  to  deal  with. 

Ivy:  Do  you  see  a  change  in  the  music  industry  at  all? 
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Dan:  Yeah  I 
mean  no  wants 
to  be  pale  or 
hang  out  with 
pale  people 

[Everyone  Laughs]  well  in  the  white  community. 

Ivy:  We  should  discuss  that.  The  color  complex  in  the 
white  community ..  .1  never  thought  about  that. 

David:  Why  you  do  think  that  people  of  paler  skin  tones 
want  to  go  to  tanning  salons  and  get  lip  injections  and 
bigger  butts? 

Victor:  I  think  in  the  1950s  they  promoted  that.  If  you  were 
tan  that  meant  you  were  healthy,  you  had  healthy  skin. 

David:  Being  tan  is  the  thing  to  do  now. 

Ivy:  Do  you  think  it's  a  fad  because  this  has  been  going  on 
for  years. 

David:  I  think  it's  gradual.  I  don't  think  it's  a  fad  because 
fads  are  like  that  Louie  Vuitton  bag. 


Victor:  Yeah,  it'll  die  out  soon  but  this  is  something  that 
hasn't  been  dying  out. 


Victor:  What  about  you  other  guys? 


David:  [Danjyou  said  it  yourself  that  'no  one  wants  to 
hang  out  with  pale  people'. 

Dan:  Personally,  I  think  that  people  who  have  more  color, 
even  if  you're  white,  are  just  more  attractive.  I  don't 
think  I've  been  programmed  that  way.  I  just  feel  that  way 
because  they  are. 

Ivy:  It's  been  somehow  over  the  years  ingrained  in  our 
minds  that  there  is  a  balance.  You  can't  be  too  light  but 
you  can't  be  too  dark  because  then  you're 
ugly. 

Sara:  I  agree  with  what  [Victor]  was  saying 
about  people  wanting  to  be  lighter  because  in 
Jamaica  awhile  ago  they  used  to  bleach  their 
skin.  Now  they  actually  have  medication  that 
they  claim  lightens  your  skin. 

Victor:  They  do  that  in  [Dominican 
Republic]  too.  The  leader  of  DR  back  in  the 
60s  he  used  to  bleach  his  skin  so  he  could 
look  lighter. 


Ivy:  David  do  you  prefer  light  skinned  girls?  I  know  a  lot 
of  guys  won't  date 

David:  I  see  a  lot  of  dark  skinned  guys  and  light  skinned 
girls,  probably  to  just  make  up  for  it.  I  don't  know  why. 
Light  skinned  girls  are  beautiful.  I'm  not  going  to  hate. 
I  like  everybody.  I  don't  really  have  any  distinct  dark 
skirmed  preference. 

Ivy:  That  comment  where  all  light  skirmed  girls  are 

beautiful,  that's  not  true.  Just  because  they're 
light  skinned  doesn't  make  them  beautiful 
David.  We  don't  realize  it  that  we  are  someway 
somehow  brainwashed,  where  we  just 
automatically  just  latch  on  to  light  skin. 

Luz:  But  wait  you  just  said  that  'black  is 
beautiful'. 

Ivy:  To  me. 

Luz:  It's  his  preference. 


Ivy:  That's  for 
acceptance.  That's 
how  real  it  is.  It  is  a 
global  problem. 


Ivy:  I  also  think  it  has 
a  lot  to  do  with  how 

I  have  a  rainbow  in  my  family,  from  David*s  complexion  to  you're  raised.  It's 

because  I  was  raised 
yy  with  people  like  David 

but  I'm  pretty  sure  I 
was  raised  in  a  straight 
up  Latino  environment 
my  views  would  be  a 
lot  different.  I  know  too  many  Latino  girls  who  wouldn't 
give  a  black  guy  the  time  of  day.  They  also  won't  give  a 
darker  skinned  Dominican  dude  the  time  of  day.  I'm  about 
to  put  [Shantelle]  on  the  spot.  My  friend  here  has  a  color 
complex. 


Victor:  He  used  to 
massacre  Haitians  for 
coming  into  his  side 

of  the  country  too.  That's  pretty  dangerous  when  a  person 
with  that  mentality  gets  into  power. 

Ivy:  Do  you  know  girls  who  go  tarming  everyday? 


mine  and  everything  in  between. 
~  Victor 


Dan:  Not  really.  I  don't  really  hang  out  with  that  many 
white  girls  though  but  I  can  tell  there  are  a  lot  of  girls  on 
campus  who  go  tanning  everyday. 

David:  Like  in  winter  time 

Ivy:  They  look  like  they  just  stepped  off  a  boat.  It's  like 
what  cruise  did  you  go  on? 

Victor:  Can  I  ask  a  question?  This  might  be  too  personal 
but  what  do  you  see  as  your  ideal  person  or  significant 
other  when  it  comes  to  complexion?  Does  it  matter? 

Ivy:  Black  is  beautiful  baby.  My  preference  has  always 
been  dark.  I've  dated  light  skinned  guys  but  I  prefer  dark 
skin. 


Shantelle:  I  do. 


Victor:  Who  do  you  prefer?  Light  skin? 

Shantelle:  No,  I  don't  like  light  skin. 

Ivy:  That's  flirmy  to  me  because  to  me  she's  light  skirmed. 
Why  do  you  think  that  is?  Were  you  teased? 

Shantelle:  No,  I  was  never  teased.  In  middle  school  and  the 
beginning  of  high  school  my  first  three  boyfriends  were 
light  skinned  but  they  were  all  [awful].  That  may  have  had 
a  role  in  it. 

Luz:  Light  skin  as  in  what?  A  white  man? 


As  far  as  my  preference:  I*m  all  around.  I  don  V  care. 

~  Luz 


Shantelle:  Light  skin  like  Carlos' 
complexion. 


and  front.  Now  listening 
to  this  conversation  it's 
made  me  see  that  people 
think  that  dark  skin  isn't 
where  it's  at.  It's  like 
'damn  you're  a  dark 
skin  girl.  That  sucks'.  I  used  to  have  a  roommate  who  is  as 
dark  as  David  and  people  used  to  tell  her  she  was  so  black. 


Luz:  African- American  you  mean? 

Shantelle:  African-American  descent,  black  and  Cape 
Verdean  and  black  and  Hawaiian. 

Ivy:  He  must  have  been  sexy. 

Shantelle:  He  was  but  he  was  cocky  as  all  hell.  I'm  not 
trying  to  offend  anybody.  I'm  just  saying  my  piece.  That 
could  be  where  my  color  complex  came  from. 

Victor:  So  it  comes  back  to  people  who  have  had  bad 
experiences.  They  take  that  with  them. 

David:  I've  met  some  girls  who've  never  been  with  a  dark 
skinned  black  dude. 

Ivy:  Like  you're  some  different  sort  of  species. 

Shantelle:  I  think  when  you're  younger  the  color  complex 
seems  to  mean  more  or  have  more  of  an  effect  on  you.  Like 
when  David  was  saying  little  kids  will  make  fun  of  you 
when  you're  younger  and  real  black.  As  you  get  older  you 
mature.  Unless  it's  something  that  was  really  instilled  in 
you  when  you  were  younger  then  you  kind  of  get  more  open 
to  other  people.  My  color  complex  isn't  that  bad  now.  I'm 
open  now. 

Ivy:  Do  you  catch  yourself  saying  things  like  'she's  pretty 
for  a  dark  skin  girl'?  I  know  I've  said  it.  I  can't  even  sit  here 


David:  I  used  to  use  skin  toner. 

Ivy:  You  used  to  use  what?  What  does  that  do? 

David:  It  lightens  up  or  clears  up  your  complexion.  I 
remember  the  first  bottle  I  bought  I  thought  that  if  I  was  just 
a  little  lighter.  I  never  used  to  have  a  complex  where  I  hated 
being  dark  but  I  thought  that  if  I  was  just  a  little  bit  lighter 
maybe  some  people  will  take  me  seriously. 

Sara:  Going  mad  far  back  to  what  I  prefer- 1  prefer  black 
dudes. 

Shantelle:  Black  as  in  race  or  color  of  skin? 

Sara:  Color  of  skin.  I  don't  know  if  it's  a  color  complex  but 
I'm  just  not  attracted  to  any  other  kind  [of  guy]. 

Ivy:  Dan  do  you  feel  comfortable  walking  down  the  street 
with  a  dark  skinned  black  girl? 

Dan:  One  of  my  best  friends  is  a  girl  who  goes  here  and 
she's  dark  skin.  She's  really  cute.  Whenever  we  go  anywhere 
dudes  on  the  comer  are  like  'why  you  with  that  white  boy?'. 
I  feel  comfortable  and  we  just  laugh. 

Ivy:  By  dark  you  mean? 

Dan:  Darker  than  Shantelle  but  not  quite  like  David.  I  feel 
comfortable  but  I  think  other  people  aren't  comfortable  with 
it. 


I  agree  with  what  [Victor]  was  saying  about  people  wanting  to  be  lighter 


jy 


because  in  Jamaica  awhile  ago  they  used  to  bleach  their  skin. 


~  Sara 
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If  you're  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  color  complex, 
here  are  a  few  reads  that  can  help 


The  Color  of  Water:  A  Black  Man 's  Tribute  to  His  White  Mother  by  James  McBride 


The  Darkest  Child  hy  Delores  Phillips 


Don't  Play 
in  tKe  Sun  '  ^ ' 
V 


One  IVoin^'.  rn. 


Tar  Baby  by  Toni  Morrison 


Don 't  Play  in  the  Sun:  One  Woman 's  Journey  Through  the  Color  Complex  by  Marita  Golden 


The  Sweeter  the  Juice:  A  Black  Family  Memoir  in  Black  and  White 

& 

Finding  Grace:  Two  Sisters  and  the  Search  for  Meaning  Beyond  the  Color  Line 
by  Shirlee  Taylor  Haizlip 
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Black  Like  Me  by  John  Howard  Griffin 
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White  Like  Me:  Reflections  on  Race  from  a  Privelaged  Son  by  Tim  Wise 


